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LAND TAX - PAYMENT DATE 

2822. Mr T.R. Sprigg to the Treasurer 
Why does the land tax assessed for the year ended 30 June 2007 have to be paid by 16 November 2007, which is 
only seven months after the last date for payment (4 April 2007) for the 2006 year? 
Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 
The date for payment of a land tax assessment is determined by the date the assessment is issued, combined with 
payment timeframes dictated by the legislation. The Land Tax Assessment Act 2002 provides that an assessment 
that is not subject to payment by instalments must be paid within 49 days from the date the assessment is issued. 

The issue schedule for land tax assessments varies from year to year. This can be influenced by factors such as 
the number of taxpayers to receive assessments, the time required to finalise land valuations and the time 
required to consider any further policy changes. Land tax assessments usually commence issuing in September 
of the year immediately following the 30 June ownership liability date. 

In 2006/07, the issuing of assessments based on the ownership of taxable land as at 30 June 2006 commenced 
from 9 November 2006, which is about eight weeks later than usually is the case. 

The assessments are issued progressively over a number of weeks in batches that enable enquiries and other 
processing to be managed in acceptable timeframes for the taxpayers concerned.  

In the 2006/07, a further break occurred of around three weeks between late December 2006 and early 
January 2007, to ensure assessments would not be caught up in the postal delays that can occur around the 
Christmas/New Year period, and to recognise that some taxpayers may be on holidays over that period. This 
practice was adopted as any delay in receiving the assessment notice at that time of the year encroaches upon the 
taxpayer's 49-day payment limit.  

The delayed issue in 2006/07 was due to the Government's need to assess the effect of exceptional increases in 
land values used for land tax assessment purposes.  

Land tax assessments for the 2007/08 assessment year commenced issuing from 29 September 2007. This means 
that some taxpayers will receive their 2007/08 assessment notices less than 12 months from their last 
assessment. However, it is likely that a period of greater than 12 months would have been experienced for 
the 2006/07 assessment notices. 
 


